DAVID DAWLEY

A Personal Statement

Throughout my life, I have tried to reflect family and community values of hard work, honesty, service and achievement. Through Dawley Hutchins, I offer services guided by these values and by instinct and experience as well as what I have learned in classrooms and books.

As a skier who takes pride in signature turns on untracked powder, I look for opportunities to put my own mark on projects and therefore seek relationships where my potential contribution is significant and clear. 

As President of the Rockefeller Foundation, Peter Goldmark wrote, “old institutions and ideas no longer serve us well; we seek the problem-solvers who will build new institutions. The gap between what needs to be done and what is actually being done demands innovation, change, and new voices.”

My search is more modest, but my interest is to identify and support the development of innovative voices, leaders and projects, and what I propose to do for friends and profit is to contribute an independent perspective; to shape strategies for reaching objectives; to connect entrepreneurs and executives to ideas, resources and people.

As a resource for access, relationships and strategies, I bring my experience in business, government and community organizing, in the United States and in other countries, experience that crosses cultural, racial and class boundaries.  I have done certain things that many thought could not be done.  I know where and how organizational decisions are made, and in many cases, I can reach decision-makers who respect my ability and integrity. 

In creating this practice, I follow the path of John Hutchins, my grandfather of ten generations ago who landed in Newbury, MA in 1638 and was the patriarch of a pioneering, patriotic and professional family.  

In many different ways, his family and descendants explored frontiers and contributed to the growth and culture of our country.  Jeremiah Hutchins fought in the American Revolution at Bunker Hill; Harry Burns Hutchins became Dean of the Law School and President of the University of Michigan; Henry C. Hutchins founded Hutchins & Wheeler, one of the oldest law firms in Boston; and Stilson Hutchins founded the Washington Post and revolutionized publishing by commercializing Merganthaler’s linotype. 

In my own life, I've worked as an organizer in a Central American village, an urban ghetto, state government and business.  I've served my country in the Peace Corps and worked on the front lines of civil rights and urban violence.  

Dawley Hutchins is another stretch of Robert Frost’s less traveled road along which I’m striving to reach personal goals while contributing to the achievements of clients.  

I look forward to new work with organizations and individuals who are guided by similar values and with projects that are satisfying and profitable. 

